What the British Military really thought of “The Mad Mullah”
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1. To am and organize the friendly tribes of the interior
in such a manner as to enable them to protect themselves from
outside aggression.

2e To withdraw entirely from the interior and a‘ba.ndo‘vn
all methods of direct control, leaving the administration of the
internal affairs of the tribes in the hands of their elders.

3. To concentrate on the coast and limit active

administration to the coast towns.

The change was completed by March, 1910, but the new

policy completely failed to justify expectations.
The friendly tribes, instead of combining against the

comon foe, employed the rifles and ammunition issued to them by

.Government to fight awongst themselves. The more easterly tribes

were at the mercy of the Dervishes.  In 1910 July, the Mullah
moved west and settled at Dumer, on the frontier of the British
Protectorate, with a small outpost in the Nogal Valley. The

object of this move was to coerce the Gadwein and Warsangeli, by his|
and to furnish the supplies of food, cloth,
so urgently required. No imporbm't move
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Sumary.

On the history of the past eighteen years, as summarized
in the preceding pages, it is possible to base the following brief

estimate of the Mullah's character, capabilities, and presant

resources. By forming a combination, other than tribal, of

Somalis, and by exercising a despotic rule over this most
socialistic race, he has proved himself to be possessed of a truly

remarkable personality. Further, he has imbued his following of

the "least fanatical of all Mohamedan peoples" with e fanaticism

which burns as fiercely to-day as it did eighteen years ago.




Excerpts from two “Lectures on Somaliland”
1 Somaliland 1884-1919 by Major H L Ismay 11" Cavalry (1922)
2 The Mullah’s Following (Jan 1919)
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